MERLOT
Historg
Merlot seems to have originatecl in the Bordeaux region of 50ut11 West [“rance, a]though it
was only recognizec! in the cighteenth century. The variety has become increasinglg imPortant
with Plantings sPreacling across Southern [Trance. |n Australia Merlot was introduced in the
1960s 55 the C9LR.O. as it sought to trial a wider range of grape varieties.
Characteristics

Vine

The vine is vigorous and quick growing, with thick, dark green leaves usua”g 5-Jobed, with a
rougl—n upper surface and a hairg under surface.

Fruit

The bunches are cluite ]arge, cglindrica], sometimes wingecl and looselg made up of ear]g and
uneven]gwipening berries, which are blue-black in color and crisP, sweet andjuicg.

Wine

T he bouquet is aromatic and the berry-plum qualities are reflected in the palate. T he wine is
usua”g medium red in color, medium bodied, soft and round and genera”g made for early

cirinking rather than slow maturation.



