5YKAH (aka. 5/7/%32, /Ljerm/i‘age, Marsanne Noir)

The heat~loving Sgrah grape variety has ac!aptecl well to both the warm venues of (California,
5outhern Oregon and Washington, as well as to a revival in interest of robust and heavg red
wines. ]ncreasing]3 Planted in many of North America's more Prolhcic viticultural areas, it has
been entl’wusiastica”g Produced and marketed }33 a group of winemakers ca”ing themselves the
"Rhone Rangers“‘

T his ancient varietals is native to the northern Rhone, where it Produces the very Iong~|ivec1,
tannic and sPic5 red wines of AQ (s (éte Rotie, Hermitage] and Cornas. Further south, it
Provides weight and structure to the softer, more obviously Fruitg, (Grenache-based reds of
the Cétes du Rhéne. Along with Mourvedre, 55ra}1 is an imPortant component in the best
examPIes of the southern Rl’\éne’s most famous aPPe”ation, C}néﬁceaunewC du FaPe.

Arguablg, \Sgrah owes it dramatic 20th century rise in Prominence to its incredible Popu]aritg
and success in Australian vinegarcls, where it assumes the name SHiraz‘ The Australian
versions tend to be much more intenselﬂ fruit driven with less harcl—eclgec{ angularit3 in 3out1-1,
clesPite Possessing signhcicant amounts of tannin and characteristic pPeppery sPiciness.
Shiraz’s combination of rich character and aPProachability in 3out}1 can ]argelg be credited
with securing Australia’s giobal rePutation as a Ieacling source of l’xigh]g{haracter, value-~

Priced wines.



